
MEMO 
 

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 
Office of the Dean 

Young Hall, Room 160  302 Wood Street  West Lafayette, IN  47907-2108 
(765) 494-6963  Fax:  (765) 494-0136  ppope@purdue.edu  www.gradschool.purdue.edu 

 
  
 
  
 
 TO: Master’s (Thesis Option) Candidate 
  
 FROM: Phillip E. Pope, Associate Dean    
 
 RE: Master’s Thesis Agreement 
 
 

 In accordance with Purdue University Executive Memorandum B-10, the  
copyright ownership of your master’s thesis resides with you, the author.  In signing  
the Purdue University Graduate School Master’s Thesis Agreement (G.S. Form 19),  
you give permission to Purdue University to reproduce, distribute, and display, in  
whole or in part, your master’s thesis.  Please read the agreement carefully, as it is  
a binding agreement between you and Purdue University.  You have the option to  
sign the agreement. 

 
The Master’s Thesis Agreement (G.S. Form 19) is a critical component of  

your thesis.  This form, whether you signed it or not, is to be placed immediately after  
the Thesis Acceptance (G.S. Form 9) and immediately before the blank page.  The  
placement of the original Master’s Thesis Agreement (G.S. Form 19) results in it being  
the second page of the bound thesis.  In addition, a copy of G.S. Form 19 should be  
included in the departmental copy of the thesis. 
 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
 
 

 
Attachment 

 
 



PLEASE READ PRIOR TO DOWNLOADING! 
 

G. S. Form 19, “Master’s Thesis Agreement” 
 
 

• At least one copy of this form must be printed on 100% cotton, non-acidic paper 
prior to completing it (your signature is optional but is strongly recommended).  
The Graduate School requires an “archival quality” copy of your Master’s Thesis 
Agreement form to ensure it remains in good condition, since wood-pulp 
(“acidic”) paper deteriorates (“browns and crumbles”) with age. 

 
• Once you have completed your 100% cotton copy of this form please ensure, as 

stated in current procedures, it is bound into the 100% cotton “deposit copy” of 
your thesis you are required to submit at your final deposit appointment.  This 
copy will, in turn, be permanently shelved at the Purdue Libraries Repository.   

 
• All other copies of your Master’s Thesis Agreement form may be printed on 

regular copier paper, unless departmental requirements dictate otherwise. 
 

• Candidates unable to immediately obtain 100% cotton paper from their 
department or workplace may contact the Thesis/Dissertation Office and it will be 
furnished to them at no charge.   

 
Questions? Please contact the Thesis/Dissertation Office at 6-3157 or at 
markj@purdue.edu  
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
Author _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thesis Title _________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Department _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Major Professor ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Purdue University maintains original copies of master’s theses produced by Purdue 
University students.   In the interest of promoting learning and discovery, Purdue 
University permits access to the master’s theses archive.   
 
Purdue University requests that authors of master’s theses grant to the University the 
right to copy and distribute their theses.  Such permission allows the author and the 
University to contribute to the advancement of knowledge and research by making the 
thesis available to scholars.  Research becomes more broadly disseminated and may 
assist authors in future endeavors.  Purdue University typically receives no monetary 
gain from the reproduction and distribution of master’s theses except for recovering 
costs associated with such reproduction and distribution (e.g., without authors’ 
permission, master’s theses generally cannot be copied, in whole or in part, for such 
educational purposes as inter-library loan.) 
 
Copyright ownership remains with the author in accordance with Purdue University 
Executive Memorandum B-10.  This agreement does not prohibit the author in any way 
from entering into a publishing contract.  The author retains all the exclusive rights 
granted to copyright holders under United States copyright law subject only to the 
rights granted to the University hereunder. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Agreement 

 
I grant in perpetuity, without restriction, royalty free to Purdue University the nonexclusive right 
and license to reproduce, distribute, and display, in whole or in part, my master’s thesis in any 
format now known or later developed.   
 
I hereby acknowledge that the master’s thesis submitted with this agreement is my original 
work, and I have the authority to grant the nonexclusive right and license specified above.  I 
also acknowledge that I have obtained the necessary and appropriate permissions, including 
permission for uses in this agreement, to materials for which I do not own the copyright that 
are included in my master’s thesis.  
 
This agreement shall survive assignment of any and all exclusive rights provided to copyright 
holders in Section 106 of the United States copyright law.  
 
I authorize Purdue University to maintain my thesis in any and all formats now known or later 
developed. 
 
____________________________________________ __________________ 
Author’s Signature Date 
 
 

Graduate School Form 19 
(9/01) 
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Master’s Thesis Agreement  
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